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Welcome to Kill National School
At Kill National School we seek to ensure that all our pupils are
educated in an environment that is welcoming, caring, considerate
and tolerant. The staff at Kill National School is committed to making
sure that your children are happy at school and we aim to do this
through working in close partnership with you.

Getting Ready for Learning
There are many ways in which you can help prepare your child for learning:

Talking and Listening

 Talk to your children and encourage them to talk (Don’t use baby talk).
 
 Listen to them and what they have to say.

Stories, reading and books
 Read to your child regularly. Read and tell them stories, say nursery rhymes   
 and poems, and encourage them to talk about what they hear
 (for example they could retell their favourite part of the story).

Play and Activities
Children learn through play and should be given lots of opportunities to:
 Act out roles i.e- pretending to be someone else. Children love to pretend that  
 they are nurses, doctors, shopkeepers etc. and such play activities enable   
 them to use language.
 Play with objects such as sand, water, jigsaws, boxes and
 bricks and other toys.

Language
Language is essential for developing reading and writing skills. Listen to your children. 
Talk to them and encourage them.

In developing your child’s language skills you should encourage them to:
  
    Listen              Explain                   Tell

Talk               Question                Retell   



  

 

  
 

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
 

Preparation for school
Parents can do much to help their child prepare for school and this
preparation should begin some months before the child starts school
and should be carried out gradually.

The following may help your child to prepare:

It would help greatly if your child is able to:
 Button and unbutton a coat and hang it up.
 Fasten/tie their own shoes—Velcro fasteners are very handy!
 Use the toilet without help and manage pants buttons.
 Share toys and playthings with others and ‘take turns’.
 Tidy up and put away playthings.
 Also encourage personal hygiene and cleanliness.
 Your child should know how to flush the toilet and wash hands without having  
 to be told.
 Use a hanky when necessary.

The Big Day
 The new Junior Infants will arrive for school which starts at 9:20 a.m. and their  
 day will finish at 2:00 p.m. It is very important that your child is both on time   
 for school and collected on time after school every day.

 Tell your children about school beforehand, casually and talk about it as a   
 happy place where there will be a big welcome and they will meet lots of new  
 friends.

 It helps to have the uniform and schoolbag (which should be big enough to   
 accommodate their homework pack which is A3 size) ready for the first day.   
 Please remember to have a name label on everything that your child owns.   
 This is really important.



Every Day Counts
What does the Education Welfare Act mean for us? 

SCHOOLS
You must ensure your child attends 
school regularly.
 
If your child is absent you must tell 
the school the reason for the 
absence. 

PARENTS

Effects of Poor Attendance 
 Poor attendance at Infant level means your child will miss out on the
 foundations for all subjects and may lead to problems later. 
 Child misses work particularly if the teacher begins something new.  
 Children miss time with friends. This may lead to feelings of isolation and loss of
 self-confidence.  
 Poor attendance leads to Early School Leaving.

Must inform the Educational
Welfare Officer. 
 
If your child is not attending school
regularly. 
 
If your child has missed 20 days
or more. 

Helpful Hints For Parents

If there is a problem with
homework send a note into
the class teacher or talk to

the class teacher. 

School bags
Lunches 

Uniforms ready the
night before

BE ORGANISED MAKE SURE
HOMEWORK IS DONE

But if you get up late….
Send them in with a note

EARLY TO BED
EARLY TO RISE



IF YOUR CHILD IS
SICK OR IN HOSPITAL

• Inform the school.
• Give a written note to the

teacher when your child
returns.

BE FIRM WITH YOUR
CHILD REGARDING

THEIR ATTENDANCE
ESPECIALLY ON….

• Half days

• Fridays / Mondays

• Days when other children

may have no school

• Birthdays BE POSITIVE
• Encourage and praise your child.

When possible, get involved in
activities at the school.

• Talk to your child about the value
of school.

• Explain to your child that the
longer they stay in school the

better the choice of career
they will have.

NOTES
• Check bags for notes re days

off, early closings etc.
• Text-a-Parent - mobile number

to the school Secretary.
• If your mobile number or address

changes, please ensure that you
inform the school Secretary.

• Collect your child from
school and return your child

if medically fit. 

MEDICAL/DENTAL/
SPEECH THERAPY

APPOINTMENTS

HOW DO I ENSURE
MY CHILD DOES

NOT FALL BEHIND?

• Check your child’s
homework folder.

FAMILY PROBLEMS
• Reassure your child.

• Send your child to school
even if they are late or

couldn’t do their homework.
• Send a note to the

teacher.



  

 

  
  

Encouraging good attendance.
What does Kill National School do?

 Good attendance is rewarded at the end of the year. Children who have
 achieved full attendance are given a certificate & a prize at the end of the year.

 Good communication between home and school is encouraged.

 Children are encouraged to voice their concerns eg. Bullying at Circle time,   
 SPHE class.

 Children with poor attendance are identified, supported and encouraged.

 At Parent Teacher meetings or through Home School Liaison, parents
 attention is drawn to attendance.

 Regular contact is kept with the Education Welfare Officer.

 Parents are given as much notice as possible of days off.

Acceptable Absences

General Guidelines

 Sickness, accidents, medical procedures.

 Death of a close relative.

 Religious ceremony involving a close relative.

What to do if your child has been absent

 Inform the school of reason for absence.

 Give a written note to the teacher when your child returns. 



Coming in
When you arrive in the classroom be as casual as you can. Your child will meet 
the teacher, will be shown to a table and chair and given an activity to do. Assure 
your child that you will be back shortly, say goodbye and leave without delay. If 
your child is upset, trust the teacher. The teacher is very experienced and knows 
how to comfort an anxious child.

Lunch
We will ask you to promote a healthy lunch right from the start.
Please do not give your child sticky bars, lollipops, peanuts,
fizzy drinks or crisps for lunch. Also, chewing gum is not allowed
in this school.

Please only give your child something you feel that they can manage to easily eat 
and a lunch box that your child can open and close themselves. Please ensure 
that you clean out your child’s lunch box everyday.

Parking
Parents are asked not to park in the staff car park. Also, please
do not double park outside the school or in the area designated
for buses. We ask that all parents accompany their child to and
from the school gate.

Going Home
Please be sure to collect your children on time. Children can become very upset 
if they see other children being collected and feel they are being left behind. 
Please inform the school if you are delayed in traffic, or because of an emergency 
so that we can inform your child that you are on your way.

Absent Note
In the event of your child being absent for illness or any other reason, the class 
teacher should be informed by note on return to school. These notes are retained 
on file for inspection by the Education Welfare Board if required.

Health, Hygiene & Safety
Your child is now sharing a room daily with a large number of
children. Close contact with other children is unavoidable, so
particular attention should be paid to health and hygiene. If your child has a particular 
health problem such as allergies, asthma, diabetes etc. you should advise the 
school.



The school should be made aware of the name and address of your family doctor. 
If your child needs medication on a regular basis you may need to make special 
arrangements for this. Kill National School operates a Code of Behaviour and 
anti-bullying policy which are available from the office.

Home-school communication
For schools to do what is best for your child it is very important
to have good home-school communication. It is important that
you check your child’s schoolbag regularly for notes.

Parent-teacher meetings are held once a year and it is important that you attend 
these to keep in touch with your child’s progress in school. If you feel you wish to 
speak to your child’s teacher at any other stage during the year, please feel free 
to make an appointment with the teacher or through the school secretary. 
Uniform:
Boys       Girls
Green v-necked jumper            Green v-necked jumper
(with crest)      (with crest)
White polo shirt      White polo shirt
Grey Trousers     Grey skirt/pinafore or trousers
Appropriate footwear must be worn

P.E. Uniform:
P.E. gear is to be worn on Fridays

Parents’ Association
Kill National School has a very active and supportive Parents’ Association whose 
role is to enrich the education of the children through working with the Principal, 
Teachers and the Board of Management.

From all the staff at Kill National School
We are all looking forward to meeting you and your children and we hope that you 
will all feel very welcome here at Kill National School.
Slán go fóill. 

Sercretarial hours: Monday   10am - 3pm

       Wednesday    10am - 3pm

       Friday  10am - 3pm

Telephone: 049 5553149

Email: office@killns.ie

Website: www.killns.ie(Phone queries to be made during office hours (preferably)


